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Cindy Lange-Kubick: From the
bomb to Fukushima, in
translation
The story is on the second page of

the book. Read
more
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Some five centuries ago, a Japanese poet asked his lover
if feelings or events ever really took hold in the mind.

“If you say you remember, that means you have forgotten,”
the poet wrote.

Time moves forward, people and circumstances change,
the world moves on and things are forgotten.

There is no forgetting for Masayoshi Ishikawa.

Four years ago, a massive earthquake and deadly
tsunami killed tens of thousands of his countrymen in the
Fukushima Prefecture of Japan. The initial environmental
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Perspective, distance help
Lincolnites fight fear in Japan

Lincoln
Northeast grad
Michael
Hennings and
Katelyn Castro,

another Nebraskan who lives in
Japan, have been coping with the
aftermath of the c… Read more

Wesleyan prof: Japan disaster
mirrors past disasters

A Nebraska
Wesleyan
University
professor who

has studied the effects of
catastrophes in Japan says the
recent earthquake and tsunami
continue … Read more

disaster triggered a manmade disaster when the power
was CUT to the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant, leading
to a meltdown and explosion.

A plume of radioactive elements spread across the
Fukushima Prefecture and beyond — trace elements of
cesium-137 isotope have been detected around the globe
— and more than 300,000 people were forced to flee their
homes.

Ishikawa, a native of the Fukushima Prefecture finishing
his doctoral degree in jazz studies at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, was attending the University of South
Florida in March 2011 when the disaster struck.

“My former teacher texted me to ask about my family,” he
said. “I opened up the computer and saw the picture but I
did not understand, so I tried calling my parents and the
phone line was broken for 12 hours.”

At their home in Aizuwakamatsu City, about 60 miles from
the coastline, Ishikawa’s family was safe, though the
historical city and its reconstructed Japanese castle shook
through a magnitude 6.0 earthquake.

There was no evacuation order issued for the citizens of
Aizuwakamatsu, which lies beyond the “difficult to return zone” set up by the Japanese government
in the 12 miles around the nuclear plant. Ishikawa said the government told the city it had been
protected from the radiation by the mountain range separating it from the Fukushima plant on the
coast.

Ishikawa — and many others — have a hard time believing it, though. What little information is
available paints a grim picture: Tens of thousands died in the earthquake and tsunami, but
hundreds of thousands continue to live in areas contaminated by cesium-137 radiation. The
isotope’s 30-year half-life, or rate of decay, means Ishikawa’s family and friends will continue to live
under the danger of various cancers, particularly thyroid cancer.

The Japanese government has been quick to deny any dangers, and it silences those who speak
up.

“I feel sorry for the people who died and have family and friends who died,” he said. “But at the
same time, I’m so sorry for the people who are continuing to live there. They do not know how
dangerous it is.”

Processing the frustration, anguish and helplessness in watching a nuclear disaster occur in his
home on the other side the planet is not easy for Ishikawa. Living in the U.S. since 2003, where he
has attended universities in Florida, Washington and now Nebraska, he feels removed.

Watching as the world moves on to other pressing matters — unrest in the Middle East, political
fighting in Washington — leaves him feeling that the Japanese living in Fukushima Prefecture
have been forgotten.

As a musician, however, Ishikawa has found a way to express his feelings through jazz.

For his doctoral project, he composed “Suite for the Forgotten,” a jazz orchestral composition in
three movements, which will premiere Tuesday evening at a recital in room 119 of the Westbrook
Recital Hall on UNL’s campus.

The performance begins at 8:45 p.m. It is open to the public.

“I wanted write something personal, and for me, music is able to break down barriers and provide
an outlet,” Ishikawa said. “Sometimes it is hard for me to express my thoughts and feelings to an
audience, but through jazz, I have a way I can say it.”

Ishikawa is a longtime student of music and a growing jazz pianist. Growing up in Japan, he said,
he fell in love with American pop music like Stevie Wonder. Tracing the roots of music, he found
Ray Charles and other black jazz musicians from the 1960s and 70s.

It took time to develop his piano playing ability, however. Ishikawa said he had a toy piano with 40
keys as a child and only learned the full piano when he studied the instrument at Washington
State University.

His “Suite for the Forgotten” features a jazz piano solo in the middle, a movement Ishikawa titled
“Wasururuka” after the 500-year old Japanese poem that literally translates “have you forgotten?”

While “Wasururuka” is a playful interchange between two lovers, Ishikawa said, it relates to the
situation in Fukushima today.

“So you say you remember this — that means you have been forgetting,” he said. “If we remember
something, up until that point we have forgotten it. If you don’t need to remember, you have not
forgotten.”

The other movements of the composition, which is about 40 minutes in length, are titled “Grief and
Anger” and “Song for the Children.”

Ishikawa said he drew inspiration from an American documentary filmmaker living and working in
Japan, Ian Thomas Ash, who started documenting the nuclear disaster three days after the power
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plant explosion.

Ash traveled to Fukushima Prefecture 10 days after the disaster, and in another month was inside
the exclusion zone surrounding the reactor, filming survivors who were deciding whether to stay or
flee.

The result was his first film on the subject “In the Grey Zone,” which follows the children of regional
city who return to school inside the radiation zone.

His second film, “A2-B-C,” focuses on the children living in Fukushima, who were not evacuated.
Eighteen months after the meltdown, doctors began finding thyroid cysts and nodules.

“My films are usually about children,” Ash said in a telephone interview from Japan, “so my eye
was drawn to what was happening to the children living near the nuclear power plant.”

Ash’s documentary caught the attention of Japanese authorities. In late March, under pressure
from the government, Ash’s distributor cancelled the contract in a move Ash called “self-
censorship” ahead of government-forced censorship.

“The governments tend to make money off nuclear power,” he said. “If the entire country turns
against nuclear power, that’s a revenue source. If they evacuate all the people who are in danger,
what happens to the tax base of that area?”

Evacuating an entire prefecture in Japan would be like evacuating an entire state in the U.S., Ash
added. He said the Japanese government is acting in a way that any government would.

And while his ability to screen his documentaries in Japan is in jeopardy, Ash will travel to UNL this
week for a free screening of “A2-B-C” at 6:30 p.m. Thursday in the Heritage Room on the second
floor of the Nebraska Union, an event sponsored in conjunction with Ishikawa’s jazz composition
debut.

Ishikawa said finishing the suite and performing it has been a good exercise in explaining his
feelings about his home near Fukushima, but it hasn’t brought catharsis like one might expect.

Nothing will, he said, until the radiation is cleaned up and his people are allowed to return to their
homes and lives without living in the shadow of fear.

Instead, writing the “Suite for the Forgotten” has personalized the tragedy even more for him,
although he lives thousands of miles away.

“If the people like it, that’s great,” Ishikawa said. “Having the opportunity to perform is good, and
the more opportunities I have to play the music make me grateful. It helps me know that the people
have not been forgotten.”

Reach the writer at 402-473-7120 or cdunker@journalstar.com. On Twitter @ChrisDunkerLJS.

Copyright 2015 JournalStar.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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